IX
SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF KANARESE
LITERATURE
IT will be helpful to the English reader if we mention
a few characteristics of Kanarese literature, some of
which will be found to be characteristic of other Indian
languages as well.
1.   , It will be noticed that the interest of Kanarese .
writers is almost entirely  religious.    If we exclude
grammatical and linguistic works, there is, until the
nineteenth century, extremely little that is not connected
with religion.    The history is mostly sacred history or
hagiology; the  works of  imagination centre  round
puranic and mythological subjects; and every  book
opens with a lengthy invocation of all the gods and saints
of the .author's   sect    Secular history, except   as
represented by the records contained in f&sanason stone
or copper, begins to appear only at a late period.    ~
2.    The great bulk of the literature until the nine-
teenth century had been in verse.    The Jaina poets
used a form of composition called champu, in which
passages of prose were interspersed among the metrical
stanzas; but complete prose works havfc been compara-,
tively few until recent years, when they have become '
common enough.    To read Kanarese books in the
. ordinary tone of speaking is to miss much of their
beauty; they are intended to be chanted. When thus
chanted with correct phrasing and musical intonation,-
all the author's grace of alliteration, metaphor and
metre are brought out, and the effect is highly pleasing,
"Even those who cannot-follow the meaning will listen
to such chanting with delight,